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very lands. An island near the village had been
lately cleared; it was full of worms, which ate the
whole planting three times in succession. Finally
the savages who had planted came to beg the father
to go thither to sprinkle holy water thereon. The
missionary went and, seeing the faith of these poor
people, who were all kneeling about him, said,
full of faith and charity, the prayers of the church.
In the following autumn the crop was so abundant
on that island that people were surprised at it, there
being no field at the sault in which there were so
many sheaves of corn as in the one which was on
the island,—although the plantings had elsewhere
been made sooner than there; and although the corn
had not been eaten by the worms, as was the case
throughout the spring on the island. The savages
were the first to reflect thereon after the harvest,
admiring and thanking the goodness of God. They
have made the same reflection in the following years,
especially in 1685; while the priest was blessing, a
woman gathered up in an instant her hand full of
worms, and in autumn the crop was wonderful.
The village burning in 1686, they remarked that as
soon as the bell was rung, the fire was overcome,—
which had, until then, prevailed against all the efforts
of the workmen.

1679.

The malice of men carried things so high this
year that we were on all sides menaced with mis-
haps which were likely to befall the mission. At
one time, it was said that some one was about to
establish a house above this village for carrying on
trade, and transferring what was brought back and
forth for the fort of Catarakwi, and that france had



